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Title

The Aging Society as Reflexive Modernity and Human Development: From the Analysis of Middle-Aged Life
Stories Involving a "Sense of Inkyo".

Abstract

From the standpoint of "generative theory," this study attempts to explore a new ontological foundation of human
formation in "aging society as reflexive modernity." Section 1 recognizes aging society as "reflexive modernity." On
this historical recognition, I ground the "generative theory" as the meta-theoretical standpoint (theoretical motive) of
this study, making clear its cognitive purpose. Section 2 puts into definite shape the theoretical motive and cognitive
purpose that are made clear in Section 1: "radical aging" as a perspective, "reflexive socialization" as a generative
sensitizing concept, and the "biographical approach" as a method. Then research questions pertaining to this study are
constructed. Section 3 describes my choice of the intersection of "turning point in midlife" and "sense of Inkyo" in
contemporary Japan as a research area. Section 4 presents several life stories that were generated at the research area.

In Sections 5 and 6, these life stories are analyzed to discover the three contexts of "trans-socialization," "a-
socialization," and "re-socialization," and socialization is reorganized as a concept that encompasses the dynamism of
these three contexts. Thus the "original basis of meaning" that is illuminated by the dynamism of these three contexts is
made clear. As a result, I introduce the "transcendental horizon" that is generated by a reflexive look at the "original

basis of meaning" as a new ontological foundation in the study of "aging society as reflexive modernity."
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