BRLLEERTE 551992020, No.19,/175-193

REICH IR FESIEROX D ZIVETI

BT TR AR
UEYAMA Rutsuko Faculty of Education, Fukuyama City University

AR —ER IR R PR EHBE 7k

SUGIMURA Shinichiro  Graduate School of Education, Hiroshima University

Z1

RO HIZ, REEOT LM ORBMHATHI AV AL ETAZHALICTE 2L TH S, ZD2D,
REERTED EEDLIERHC T EDHREORAZED LI ICEELA> T30 2HH T L DE WD BT 2K
U7, WREFR, 3PS5SR Y 7R F COMTE 7 AT ORBAD 3HEEBLTH 72, AR
TNV & NSRS Sl & F 22 GTRAUE R IC X B ST 2 (T o 7z, (BIEZ 77 v Ty R e 24 ) — -
77u—F (M-GTA) #HWTHIT LR, Fflicibilz3 o007 a0 —&, ELREAYE T 15 DS,
PAZRHIECIE 12 DRI N, MEZOT & OEML, TR, &5h & EEIN Az ok
S [FEBIHEHROWBIR] ZHcEH I N, 2 LT, ZBMICIAZTE D 0LE% [HEHNICIE L 7= SRS ]
LHE - AT S 2 LT, NS EZEE 272 X VY AEIc o T Tw, I b, TELIIE L TRER
LTzl [BEAEEZBLZKENGE] 2B#322L T, SBROTFEL~DEDL Y PKIELED T L b BE
DA T D 2 LR E T,

F—0—N
REH, TELB, AvELETL, LB HNR

Title
Preschool Teachers’ Mental Models for Understanding Young Children

Abstract

Preschool teachers’ perceptions of children’s behavior are important components of the teaching profession. This
study used the concept of Mental Models to examine preschool teachers’ understanding of children. Participants
(N=33) completed semi-structured interviews after being shown hypothetical vignettes describing children
aggressive behavior and exhibiting shyness. A modified grounded theory approach was then used to categorize
and analyze the data. The results showed that there are three common categories for understand child behavior:
(a) filtering a child’s individual information, (b) knowing child developmental standards, and (c) considering
the expectations for child development at the preschool level. Teachers must first focus on the child’s personal
information—individual characteristics, feelings, interests, and family background, among other things. By
comparing that information with child developmental standards based on a relative viewpoint, teachers’ perceptions
will be led to a more proper understanding of each child. In addition, considering the developmental expectations
commonly placed on preschool children leads teachers to build relationships between experiences with the actual
child and their professional understanding of how the child should be developing.
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