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Title
Dialogue on Ontological-Interpretation: Commentary on Shimizu's (2004) Paper.

Abstract

The present article shares the assumption raised by Shimizu (2004, "The Structure of Play and an Ontological
Interpretation) that ontological-interpretation is a methodology especially needed in qualitative psychology. The
following critical comment and questions, therefore, are raised with the expectation that such a methodology continues
to be followed: 1) In order to argue whether his introduction of "structure" was valid ontologically, Rombach's (1971)
concept of structure is reexamined. 2) The meaning of "ontological-interpretation” in Shimizu's paper was thought to
be unclear and even misunderstood on some points, which casts problems on the validity of "play" as inquired
ontologically. Heidegger's (1927) notion of "existential-analysis-of-Dasein" is suggested as an alternative perspective
from which to focus on the researcher's own understanding of play experiences, which is implied partially in Shimizu's
paper. 3) "Phenomenological-description" as a concrete way of approaching play experiences is discussed. 4) Some
problems and prospects that are expected when ontological-interpretation is adopted in psychology are argued.
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