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Title
The Commitment of Listeners to Stories from the Perspectives of the ""Way of Listening"

Abstract

In this study, the commitment of listeners when listening to another's story was considered from two perspectives; the
"way of listening" and the interaction between the speaker and the listener. In the research session, a speaker told two
stories which were retold by the listener. Three cases were selected with differing degrees of transformation in the
retold stories, and varying degrees of fluctuation in the retelling performance. Listener A, who transformed the stories
the least when retelling them, kept and valued the original stories and showed a basic listening attitude. However, if
the speaker finds no difference between the original story and the retold story, the listener's commitment cannot
influence the speaker. Listener B, who showed the most fluctuations in retelling the stories, committed not to the
story but to the speaker. Listener C, who transformed the stories the most when retelling them, was the "best listener"
for the speaker in this investigation. She dived into a story and reproduced it from within. She substantially changed
the original story, and in one sense destroyed it, but her deep commitment moved the speaker.
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