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Literacy, Literature and Mind"
—Jerome Bruner and the Narrative Turn in Cognition
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Abstract

This paper explores the relation between narrative and rationality. Bruner's positive views about the importance of
narrative are defended against the negative appraisal of cognitive theories of Kahneman and Tversky and Stanovich.
It is argued that whereas narrative is a device for capturing nuance of meaning, cognitive theories identify rationality
exclusively with the use of strict or narrow meanings of such logical connectives as and and or meanings that took
their specialized form only with the rise of modern Western scientific discourse. Narrative remains the dominant form
for expressing rich and diverse, contextually sensitive, meanings.
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