BRDESRFE 8 12 52013,/ No.12,/66-81

thigitt & (T (T DL DHE#

BEME SR B ERT
Fumiaki Hirose Saitama Prefectural Government
EAREGL  HALRFRFBESCEIIER

Masahiro Tsujimoto  Graduate School of Arts and Letters, Tohoku University

Z7#

SO RENTRE Vo LB OMANNEEC > TE TV D, LAL, mROHEEZRTZHRG O & HIRT N
& TRV, EREBNERIAEHOMA LK > Tt b H 5000 Th 5, ARTIE, Mtk
BARHE DMK DV THET 572018, HEROBRR THMES DRSSV IOV TT 4 —/b FRE L E L7,
FEBR 0T, HEB LIRS FEYV o sy FEH L ETF2 2L THON TV D, AR TIE, FEBSD OMHEFIC
Ehi LB EBERL AV F Ea—OfRND, EROBERLAETED LRI &V IBHROMA DR EEIZ 2> TET
WHZE, TO—JT, EBORERERIIH LN D MELFMRORE, GH~OZMeEL TWD 2 bz
BOMNT LTz, S5IT, A ORISR &R OMA & OBIE Z L OHK & W S BANrDER LT,

F—J—F

BEBS, (o, ARERLE, BESEOHK

Title

The Maintenance and Development of Local Traditions

Abstract

Although maintaining local traditions, such as festivals and annual events, has become increasingly difficult, the
disappearance of local traditions is not inevitable; in some communities, they are actively maintained and developed by
community members. To examine such communities, we conducted field research on the Ryusei Matsuri Festival in
the Chichibu region of Japan. The distinctive feature of this festival is the launching of handmade rockets called
ryusei. Participant observations and interviews indicate that the diversification of the careers and lifestyles of
community residents has made it more difficult to maintain festival traditions. However, the interdependent
relationships inherent to the assembly of ryusei promote participation in this community tradition. Finally, the
relationship between the unique techniques used to make ryusei and the development of the tradition is discussed in
terms of historical constraint.
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