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Title
How Does the Elderly with Dementia Repeat the Same Story?: A Case Study of the Looped Story

Abstract

This paper reports a case study of an elderly person with dementia, focusing on elements shared between the patient’s
narratives and interactions with a listener. This study focused on the connective aspect of consecutive stories, that is,
utterances between the end of one story and the beginning of another. Conversation analysis revealed the following:
First, the end of a story overlapped with the beginning of the next one. This overlap was thought to be caused by the
similarity between the beginning and the end of a story. Therefore, the end of one story was converted into the
beginning of the next. Second, the listener encouraged the elderly person to repeat the same story by maintaining his
role as a listener.  For example, he withheld expected responses at the end of the story and instead requested the elderly
person to continue the story. Therefore, the phenomenon of a looped story identified in this study was attributed to an
interaction between the elderly person and the listener.
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