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How Can Teachers Maintain Communication with Students at a Correspondence Course High School? :
Through “SHOKUINSHITSU” as the Focal Point of Student Guidance

Abstract

This study aimed to describe how teachers can maintain communication with students in a correspondence
course high school. We did participant observation in the school for about one year and focused on the teacher’s
lounge which is called the SHOKUINSHITSU, because teachers frequently got on with students there.
First, using the KJ method, we created seven categories by analyzing 67 cases of student guidance that took
place in the SHOKUINSHITSU. The teachers did not provide student guidance in the classroom, but in the
SHOKUINSHITSU. Next, using the data related to the SHOKUINSHITSU, we analyzed the advantages and the
backgrounds of interchange between teachers and students there. The results showed that due to the school’s local
characteristics, there were difficulties with the educational system. Therefore, the teachers had to simultaneously
and collaboratively support the students. In this context, the teachers designed the SHOKUINSHITSU as a place
where students could stop by, making it possible for the students to commit themselves to the school. Finally, we
discussed student guidance in a new type of secondary upper school.
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