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Title
The Meaning of Subjective Practices of “Aima” as Produced by Children in a Kindergarten Setting: From
the Viewpoint of Wenger’s Concept of “Informal” Communities of Practice

Abstract

This study aimed to clarify how children create “Aima” while they improvise their practices of expected formal
activities in a kindergarten setting. We observed a kindergarten class of three-year-olds and recorded observation
data for a year. This study was conducted based on Wenger’s theoretical framework of “communities of practice”.
This observation revealed that, while children engaged in practices of formal activities, they interacted with the
activities and settings in their own improvised practices. When the children shared improvised practices, “Aima”
was produced, revealing that “Aima” is indeed a product of the interactions between expected formal activities
and informal activities of children in kindergarten. All experiences in which “Aima” was seen shared the common
aspect of playfulness. Formerly, when children did not meet the desired expectations of formal activities, this
was seen as a negative moment for the child who failed to meet the expectations. However, when we consider the
“Aima” produced by children, it creates a more vivid experience for the children in kindergarten.
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