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Title
The Developmental Effect of Iliness Uncertainty in Young Adults with Early-Onset Chronic Diseases

Abstract

With the dramatically increasing long-term survival rate of children following chronic pediatric illness,
psychosocial issues among survivors who reach adulthood have become evident. Given this background, the
present study focused on the potential long-term effects of illness uncertainty (IU) and aimed to reveal the possible
relationship between prior 1U and future time perspective in early adulthood among people who had experienced
severe pediatric illness. Five participants who had experienced severe pediatric illness and are currently aged in
their 20s were interviewed about their illness experiences, present lives, and future time perspectives. Qualitative
analysis of the narratives revealed new aspects of IU, such as the influence of information on increased IU. Due
to these new findings, this study was inconclusive; however, the results indicated potential effects from IUs on
prospects for illness and treatment, social meanings of illness, and eventual future time perspectives.
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