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Title
Eliciting a Passing-Behavior by Displaying Limited Access to an Object: A Detailed Analysis of Human
Interaction in Passing an Object

Abstract

When passing an object from one person to another, how does the requester design the utterance and/or the
concurrent body movements? To answer this question, we analyzed segments of interactional data. The results
show that the requesters used a practice of displaying limited access to an object, and by so doing elicited a
passing-behavior from one of the participants. More specifically, the requesters pointed to and/or reached out to
the object, and let the other participants know that the requesters were not in a position to go and get the object. In
this way, the requesters created an opportunity for one or a few participants to pass the object to him/herself. This
suggests that differences in accessibility of an object to different participants not only constrain interactions, but
can also be employed by participants as interactional resources.
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